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AVPU is the first network of cities dedicated only to urban cleanliness.

AVPU is a non-profit association, created in 2010. Magali Ordas, deputy mayor of Versailles 

is the president since the creation of the association .

Each city is represented by an elected representative and a territorial agent.

Actually 160 cities are members of the association. 

Å Most cities over 100 000 inhabitants are members :

ÅParis, Marseille, Nice , Toulouse, Strasbourg, Nantes, Montpellieré 

ÅMembers could be mid -size cities or small cities, less than 5 000 inhabitants

Å Cities from Belgium, Switzerland and Luxembourg : 

ÅBruxelles , Schaerbeek, Etterbeek , Liège, Namur, Genève and Luxembourg



2008 :

The begining of the story



This is the place where the AVPU story began



the city hall of  Versailles



2008 : François de Mazières was elected as Mayor of 

Versailles



He named

Magali Ordas as 

Deputy Mayor in charge of 

environment ( green spaces 

and cleanliness) 



Can we objectively 
measure the 
cleanliness of the 
city ? 

We have to create a 
methodology used by 
several cities in order to 
make comparisons



Several cities meet during 1 year 
to create the methodology of 
the Objective Indicators of 
Cleanliness (OIC)



The methodology of

Objective Indicators of 

Cleanliness (OIC)



The OIC methodology :
Å It is a quantitative methodology
Å Implemented by city agents : this is a self-assessment
Å Implemented on a sample of streets
Å Each street chosen is measured in square meters

Which litters are counting ?

ÅGraffiti
ÅFly-posting
ÅStains (oil, paint,Χ)
ÅFallenleaves

ÅDog fouling
ÅFly-tipping
ÅWaste bag
ÅFood and beverage packaging  

ÅGlass 
ÅPapers 
ÅCigarette butts 
ÅOrganic food



After counting, a ratio is calculated : number of litter for 100 m2

Å It is the Average Indicator of littering (AIL)

Comparisons could be made 
Å with other places in the same city
Å with other cities in the same country or different country

The average indicator littering is calculated for each litter
Å For example : AIL for dog fouling in France is 0,10 for 100 m2.
Å That means you see one dog fooling each 1000 m2
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The activity of AVPU



1- Manage the OIC 

methodology 

The activity of AVPU

2- Facilitate

exchanges on 

good practices

3- Work by themes

4- Understand user 

behaviors



1- Manage the OIC 

methodology 

ÅConsolidate the AIL data 

from all cities

ÅMade an analysis for each 

member



Å Train city agents at the 

methodology



2- Facilitate

exchanges on 

good practices :

Å Internet Forum for 

members

Å (Google Groups)



ÅRegional meetings

(1 meeting per month)



ÅNational meetings 

(2-3 times per year)



ÅEuropean meetings 

(every 2 years)

Åthe first one took place 

in 2013 with different 

european organizations



ÅThe second took place in 

2015 with german cities



ÅThe third one was in 2017 

with spanish and 

portuguese cities , 

including Cascais



The next one will take place on 

November 27thð28th 2019

with Berlin, Copenhagen, Zurich, 

Rotterdam, etc .

You are all invited é

it will be an opportunity to launch the 

European network of cities for urban 

cleanliness



3- Work by themes

ÅFly-tipping



ÅDog fouling



ÅCigarette butts



ÅCigarette butts



ÅZero glyphosate in city



ÅFestive places



4-Understand usersõ 

behavior

ÅWith researchers in social 

psychology



ÅDeveloping engaging 

communication and nudges

City of Lille



ÅDeveloping engaging 

communication and 

nudges

City of Lille



ÅDeveloping engaging 

communication and 

nudges

City of Lille


