




Towards a Litter-Free 
Scotland:

A prevention first approach 
to addressing litter and 
flytipping in Scotland



Part of Zero Waste Scotland’s role is to support delivery of Scotland’s 
National Litter Strategy

Facilitating change by:

• Creating and using better data;

• Developing new approaches;

• Encouraging new collaboration



Strategy focus:
• Personal responsibility 
• Prevention of litter and flytipping entering the environment

3 key areas of intervention:
Information
Infrastructure
Enforcement



Research programme

• Scotland’s Litter Problem
• Direct Costs of Litter
• Indirect Costs of Litter
• Rapid Evidence Review of 

Behaviours & Anti-Litter 
Policies

• Existing practice across 
Scotland – Litter Knowledge 
Network

• Public Perceptions and 
Concerns around Litter

• Litter Prevention Community 
Engagement: Options Paper

• Flytipping Behaviours

http://www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/content/scotland%E2%80%99s-litter-problem-0
http://www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/content/exploring-indirect-costs-litter-scotland
http://www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/content/rapid-evidence-review-littering-behaviour-and-anti-litter-policies
https://www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/litter-flytipping/knowledge-network
http://www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/content/public-perceptions-and-concerns-around-litter
http://www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/content/litter-prevention-community-engagement-options-paper
https://www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/litter-flytipping/flytipping-evidence-review


Research and evidence building:
• Understanding the problem
• Understanding the drivers
• Testing intervention 
• Identifying change



Key Interventions:
• Communications and information

https://www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/lit
ter-flytipping/targeted-messaging-toolkit



Key Interventions:
• Education



Key Interventions:
• Improving Monitoring and Data



Key Interventions:
• Code of Practice on Litter and Refuse 2018 (Statutory 

Guidance 4th Edition)
• Environmental Protection Act 1990 S89 Statutory 

Duties: (1) Keep land clear of litter and refuse (2) 
Keep Roads Clean

• Shifts the focus from clean up to prevention for the 
first time

https://www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/litter-flytipping/coplar-home


Key Interventions:
• Collaboration and Engagement

• Working with key stakeholders to drive forward a 
change to preventative approaches



Where are we now?
• Solid foundations have been laid putting prevention at 

the core

• Changing landscape and drivers  e.g. plastic pollution

• Transitioning to prevention utilising better data and 
understanding

• Wider policy landscape



Thank You


